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Ceremony Choices 
You’re welcome to have the ceremony of your choice in a location of 

your choice*

The use of our ceremony areas is included in your venue hire. There 
are no additional fees to use the spaces.

We have years of experience hosting ceremonies. Our dedicated team 
will be responsible for timings, support and attention to detail, ensuring 
a smooth running ceremony from start to finish.

Ceremonies are usually held at 2pm. This al lows t ime for preparations in 

the morning and t ime for your guests to ar r ive. We have a guide t imeline 

in the portal which incorporates a ful l  wedding day.

Some ceremony choices may dif fer f rom the recommended 2pm, we’l l 

conf i rm this  with you dur ing your enquiry. 

*weather & season permitt ing 

We pride ourselves on the flexibility and support we offer for your ceremony.
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This is a legal marriage on-site, either inside the New Barn or outside in 

the Garden Ceremony area.

We’ll be responsible for booking your ceremony date and time. 

Once booked, you’ll have direct contact with the ceremonies team 

regarding your ceremony booking. 

The Kentish Ceremonies at TOKB guide click here

L I C E N S E D  C E R E M O N I E S 
( O N  S I T E )

The most frequent ceremonies held at 

the barn are Civil Ceremonies.

https://issuu.com/theoldkentbarn/docs/tokb_kcc?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
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Celebrants wi l l  wr i te a unique ceremony, personal to you 

both. You’l l  have the opportunity to wr ite vows to each other 

( i f  you’d l ike). 

Celebrant led weddings are also per fect for couples who’ve 

mar r ied before the day and vow renewals too. 

Celebrant led weddings are not cur rent ly l icensed. I f  you’d 

l ike your mar r iage legal ly recognised, legal i t ies can be                     

per formed at your local regist ry off ice before or after the 

wedding. 

Click here for a l ist of recommended celebrants

CELEBRANT LED WEDDINGS
Choosing a celebrant led wedding allows you to 

have a personal, fun ceremony without restrictions.

4Ceremony Choices
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B L E S S I N G S  &  VOW  R E N E WA L
Celebrants, ministers, relatives or friends are great for 

blessings and vow renewals.

You can have a personalised ceremony to celebrate your commitment and 

love for each other.
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We’ve been fortunate to witness and be part of many same-

sex unions.  We’re exper ienced in host ing same sex weddings 

and ceremonies.  This  includes preparat ion spaces for both 

partners with dedicated coordinators. There are lots of opportunities 

to personal ise your ceremony with your choices for you both 

including t imel ine, ais le and music.

S A M E  S E X
We’re proudly pride at The Old Kent Barn. 

Love is for all.

6Ceremony Choices
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R E L I G I O U S  ( O F F  S I T E )
Church Weddings

 (Church of England and Catholic) 

I f  you’re wishing to mar ry in church, there’s a choice of locations close 

to the barn. To mar ry local ly,  you’ l l  need to speak to your par ish church 

and the local church you’re consider ing for your wedding. Your banns 

(prel iminary legal i t ies) often need to be read in both churches.

You’re most welcome to prepare in the dress ing spaces and leave for 

the church from the barn. You’l l  need to consider t ransport for you 

and your wedding party.  We’l l  ass ist  by tai lor ing your t imel ine to factor 

in preparat ion t ime, t ransport t ime, ceremony and returning for your                      

reception.

You may wish to prepare closer to your local church and ar r ive at the 

barn for your reception fol lowing your church ceremony. I f  th is  i s  your 

prefer red plan, we can update you/a family member or f r iend dur ing 

the morning of our progress of the set-up and be available for any questions 

too.

Click here for Local Church Information
For other denominations speak to your local rel igious leader or church
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RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES & CULTURAL 
CELEBRATIONS (ON-SITE)

It’s important to know we are licensed for  civil ceremonies 

(Council). Religious weddings can only be legalised in 

ordained buildings. 

Your rel igious leader is  welcome to per form ceremonies and bless ings 

at the barn. We’l l  adapt your t imel ine for the length of your ceremony. 

I f  you’d l ike to incorporate your rel igion and cultural  celebrat ions 

throughout the day, chat to the team who can offer their  advice and 

exper ience. 
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BA P T I S T
You’ll have an order of service, held in your preferred 

ceremony location.

We have space for live music in both locations. We’ll create a personalised 

timeline for your service.
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J E H OVA H ’ S  W I T N E S S
Your minister will perform your ceremony in your          

chosen ceremony location.

We can create a personalised timeline for this time.
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We’l l  discuss t imings with you to ensure your wedding day runs 

smoothly. 

You may wish, later in the day, to change into tradit ional dress.  We’l l 

be on hand to support you. 

PASTORAL
We’ve hosted many Pastor led ceremonies, including 

South African and Nigerian ceremonies.
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Sr i  Lankan ceremonies centre around the Poruwa. 

The New Barn stage is  a good location for ceremony instal lat ions. 

We welcome ceremonial  dancers,  music and per formers. 

Often couples wi l l  also choose to have a civ i l  ceremony, before or after their  Hindu 

ceremony. 

I t  i s  poss ible to have both a civ i l  and cultural  ceremony dur ing the day and include 

t ime for changing. We wi l l  create a t imel ine for your day to incorporate your plans and           

ceremony locations. 

*F i repits  permitted, supervised at al l  t imes 

HINDU
Asian Hindu couples may wish to have a Mundap and fire pit 

ceremony*

12Ceremony choices
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You’l l  make your grand entrance as the zaffe dancers make their  way into the main 

dance f loor sur rounded by drummers.  They then continue to dance on the f loor,  whi le 

your guests are around them clapping and being entertained.

LEBANESE ZAFFEH
You may wish to have a Zaffeh, an exciting warm-up to a big party!



25
13 The Old Kent Barn



14Ceremony Choices

This  can be ar ranged and included in the t imel ine of your day, including outf i t 

changes.

CHINESE TEA CEREMONY
It is customary in Chinese tradition to have a tea  ceremony 

during the wedding day.
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C E R E M O N Y  LO CAT I O N S
Garden Ceremonies

The barn’s Garden Ceremony area is  nest led in beauti ful  Kent countrys ide. 

The Wister ia covered ais le leads you to the Victor ian gazebo. The barn has one 

of the largest gazebos in Kent and includes seating ins ide. 

Speakers  are h idden in the garden beds,  wi th discreet microphones in  the 

cei l ing of the gazebo. This  ensures your guests can hear the ceremony and 

music clear ly wherever they are sat.

The glass pergolas cover the guest seating throughout the seasons. Ornate 

wooden benches form guest seating, with capacity for up to 150 guests. 

Beauti ful  beds are f i l led with seasonal plant ing blooming from Spr ing through 

into late Autumn. The sea of roses across the beds are spectacular.  Natural ly 

beauti ful  you’ l l  not need to add decorat ions.  You’re welcome to enhances the 

natural  space with the addit ion of fol iage and f lor ist ry. 

From Brit ish Summer T ime (weather permitting) we’re able to host civi l ceremonies 

in the Garden Ceremony area

If you’re choosing an alternative ceremony to a civil ceremony, you’re not required 

to hold ceremonies during Br it ish Summer T ime (late March - late October). Note 

the outdoor area does not have heaters.
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C E R E M O N Y  LO CAT I O N S
Barn Ceremonies

The l ight and airy barn lends i tsel f  for beauti ful  ceremonies year-

round. 

The int imate ceremony area with romantic draping and twinkl ing 

l ights i s  a  beauti ful  space for your ceremonies. 

Oak benches are posit ioned for seating facing the stage area for 

your ceremony. The barn can host ceremonies for  up to 150 guests. 

The space can be transformed with props,  f lorals  and l ight ing. We 

can use your reception decorat ions for the ceremony and return 

them to posit ion before the meal – a great way to get good value 

from your decorat ions.

The  bar n  has  an  in te r na l  speaker  sy s tem fo r  recorded mus ic . 

M ic rophones  are placed discreet ly in the stage area for al l  guests 

to hear your ceremony clear ly.  We also have a hearing aid loop. 

17Ceremony Choices
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Accessibil i ty
Both ceremony areas are access ible* v ia paved pathways.

Ceremony seating plans include options to include spaces for 

guests that may have mobi l i ty and require access ibi l i ty 

*The gazebo and stage wi l l  require ass istance for wheelchair 

users. 

C E R E M O N Y  S E AT I N G
You’ll have a ceremony seating plan to 

reserve seats for your VIP’s 

19Ceremony Choices
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WE’VE  GOT YOU COVERED
The weather can sometimes appear uncertain, we 

have you covered. 

 I f  you are opting for a garden ceremony, we’l l  be reviewing the weather 

condit ions throughout the morning.

I f  we’re uncertain,  we’l l  prepare both indoors and outdoor ceremony               
areas.  We can then make the f inal  decis ion with you close to the wedding 
(1.30pm approx).  I f  the indoor (barn) ceremony area is  not needed, i t  wi l l 

be dismantled dur ing your ceremony.

I f  you’re having a civ i l  ceremony and the weather condit ions are uncertain, 
the regist rars wi l l  have the f inal  say on location. They are very support ive of 
your choices and wi l l  endeavour to be in your prefer red location. They’re 
onsite an hour before your ceremony so we’l l  chat with them as soon as 

poss ible to discuss the options.

If  you have chosen a barn ceremony, the team wil l  ensure you’re covered 

on your way to the ceremony in the event of unkind weather. We have                   

umbrel las on site.

20Ceremony Choices
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S U P E R  S U N N Y
During the Summer your wedding can be super 

sunny!

The glass pergolas in the garden ceremony area have a UV f i l ter  for  

sunny days. 

Both Gazebo and Wister ia ais le are shaded, cover ing you dur ing the 

ceremony in al l  weathers. 

The barn is  ai r  temperature control led keeping you and your guests 

cool throughout the day and evening. The team wi l l  have iced water            

avai lable. 

Perhaps consider fans and sunglasses for guests i f  super sunny weather 

is  forecast.  
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If you’d l ike to incorporate l ive music or speciality per formers, 

all are welcome. You’ll add this information into your portal. 

If you’re choosing a civil ceremony, please refer to their guidance 

for your music choices without religion, e.g. no hymns or religious 

music. 

I f  you’re having an alternative ceremony at the barn, you 

can choose any sty le of music you wish. 

C E R E M O N Y  M U S I C
You’ll choose the music for your ceremony. We 

have an in-house system for recorded music.  

The team will coordinate this for you. 
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FREQUENTLY  ASKED 
QUEST IONS

Is it possible to Facetime or ‘live stream’ to family and 

friends?

Yes, i t ’s  poss ible to Facetime or L ive Stream to guests. 
 

Can we have fewer guests for our ceremony and more later 

on for dinner?

Yes, you can choose those present for your ceremony. If having a l icensed 

ceremony, you’ l l  need a minimum of 2 witnesses present.

Can guests come to the ceremony only and leave before dinner?

Yes, we can accommodate up to 150 guests for ceremonies. 

23Ceremony Choices
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3  S T E P S  TO  YO U R  C E R E M O N Y
B o o k  Yo u r  T o u r

Explore the barn and grounds, meet the team and discover how we’l l  look after you 
and your wedding. 

Click here to book a visit

S a v e  T h e  D a t e ?
Choose from the days avai lable and hold a special  date whi le you’re consider ing your 

options fol lowing your venue tour. 

Click here to save a date!

Choose Your Ceremony Sty le
Quest ions about your ceremony choices?

Click here to email the team.

With special thanks to Olegs & Rita Photography © 2023 The Old Kent Barn Ltd. All rights reserved.

https://calendly.com/the-old-kent-barn/viewing-day?utm_source=ceremonychoicesguide
mailto:events%40theoldkentbarn.co.uk?subject=Save%20the%20date%21
mailto:events%40theoldkentbarn.co.uk?subject=Ceremony%20Choices%20Question


24 The Old Kent Barn


